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BATTERY LIFECYCLE STAGES 
Stages associated with a Battery’s application over the course of its operating life 
 

   FIRST LIFE 
The operation of the Battery in its original application which includes Batteries that have been 
newly manufactured, rebuilt or repaired.  

 
END OF FIRST LIFE 

The completion of the Battery’s operation in its original application. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
SECOND LIFE  

The operation of the Battery in an application other than its original one. This does not include 
Batteries which have been reduced to black mass or for disposal which are considered raw 
material. See also Battery Status 

 
RE-USE 

Operation by which products or components that are not waste are used again for the same 
purpose for which they were conceived 

 
RE-USE AS IS 

Re-used as originally intended and unmodified, for example: re-used in another vehicle; 
RE-USE COMPONENTS refers to re-use of Modules, Cells or Battery Management 
Systems; RE-USE INTACT COMPOUNDS refers to direct recycled cathode, AU and CU 
from direct to hydro. 

  
REPAIR, ALTERNATIVE 

Repaired or reconditioned for original use 
 
REPURPOSE, ALTERNATIVE 

Repurposed for secondary applications 
 
   ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
   END OF LIFE 
   Disposal or conversion of the Battery’s content to black mass.  
 
 



End of First Life

The Glossary of Terms for Battery Life Cycle*

*Note: This simplified diagram is provided to help clarify the chronology 
of activity of the glossary of terms in the battery life cycle.


